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ready fog the reception of the 'representatives/ as they were called.
The whole of the day, and part of the night too, was spent in
mutual introductions and informal discussions. In the evening, a
large number of prominent citizens came to welcome the representa-
tives, and to express appreciation of the task to which they had set
their hands.
On the fateful morning of 28 December 1885, seventy-two good
men and true, representing a cross sectipn of the most advanced
political opinion, sat down to chalk out a programme of action. It
was a happy circumstance that Bombay should have been ultimately
chosen as the meeting place of the first Congress. It was in Bombay
that the foundations of Local Self-Government had been laid, and it
was appropriate that Bombay should also be the birthplace of the
national movement. The honour of presiding on the occasion went
to Mr. W. C. Bonner ji, one of the most eminent leaders Bengal has
produced. At first, the idea was to ask the Governor of Bombay,
Lord Reay, a statesman of liberal ideas, who belonged to the famous
group of "Philosophical Radicals," to take the chair, but the matter
being referred to Lord Dufferin, he deprecated the suggestion on the
ground that it would be undesirable, from more points of view than
one, for the head of the province actively to associate himself with
what should essentially be a popular movement.
The gathering was small, being confined to the delegates men-
tioned, and a few visitors, among whom were Sir William Wedder-
burn, Mr. Justice Jardine, Professor Wordsworth, Colonel Phelps,
Mr., afterwards Sir, Ramkrishna Bhandarkar, and Mr. Ranade, then
a Judge of the Small Causes Court at Poona. But it was a i^epre-
sentative gathering, which included leaders of thought in all parts of
the country. In the words of the President, "never had so important
and comprehensive an assemblage occurred within historical times
on the soil of India." Some there were, advanced in years, like the
Grand Old Man of India; others like Bonner ji, Telang, Subramaniya
Iyer, Wacha and Pherozeshah, still young and enthusiastic, and full
of hopes for the future. All alike were greatly in earnest and fired
with a noble purpose. Year after year, these early stalwarts stood on
the Congress platform, unmindful of ridicule and obloquy, and "witb
their faith unimpaired in the justice of their cause, and in its